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length, the park was proceeding slowly and laboriously by
difficult roads, when suddenly on its right flank appeared the
English colonel Trant, with 4,000 or 5,000 Portuguese militia.
If the enemy, profiting by his superior strength, had sur-
rounded the  convoy  and made  a  resolute  attack, all the
artillery, ammunition, and provisions of the army would have
been captured or destroyed.    But Colonel Trant, as he him-
self said afterwards, could  not  suppose that a general of
Massena's experience could have left unsupported a convoy so
essential to the safety of his army, and, supposing that a
powerful escort must be close at hand, he dared to advance
only with extreme caution.    He confined himself, therefore,
to attacking only the leading company of grenadiers, who
answered by a heavy fire, killing some fifty men.    The militia
men recoiled in alarm, and Trant, doing what he should have
done at first, overlapped a portion of the convoy.    As he went
forward he discovered the weakness of the escort, and sent a
flag of truce to the commander, summoning him to surrender
or he would attack him all  along the line.    The French
officer adroitly consented to negotiate, in order to give the
Irish time to come up from the rear of the convoy.    They
appeared at length, coming up at the double.    As soon as the
French officer saw them he broke off the conference, saying:
' I cannot treat any further; here is my general coming to
my support with 8,000 men.'    Each resumed his position,
but Trant shortly left his and made off, thinking he had to
do with the advanced guard of a strong column.    Thus the
artillery was saved, but the army soon learnt the danger in
which it had been  and the  excitement was great.    Ney,
Junot,  Eeynier, and Montbrun went straight off to Viseu
and addressed strong remonstrances to General Fririon, chief
of the  staff.    He,  however, asserted that, in spite of his
demands, no information of the march of the columns had
been given him, everything being settled by Masse'na and
Pelet.    Horrified and indignant at this state of things, the
commanders of the four corps called on Masse'na with a view
of making  well-deserved remarks  on it.      Ney  was  the
speaker, and from the aide-de-camp's room we could hear hima king; and Soult's orderly rule after the
